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General Meeting—Tuesday 7 December 6.00-8.00 p.m. 


GFNC social get-together and picnic tea. 
Details p. 20. 


General Meeting—Tuesday 1 February at 7.30 p.m. 
Speaker: Thomas Nixon, Threatened Species Officer at Phillip Island Nature Parks 
Topic: Phillip Island—various plans and programs for threatened species, spanning from plants to mammals. 


In the last few months we have welcomed ... 
Annie Broadway, Geelong West; Jamie Willey, Apollo Bay 


We wish them a long and happy association. 


Club Meetings and Excursions 


We still hope to restart face to face meetings soon. However based on the current Victorian Road Map 2021, it's looking 
difficult due to density caps for inside gatherings. For 'out of town' presenters we will likely continue to use Zoom 
indefinitely. Excursions may also need to be cancelled at short notice. We'll continue to plan excursions, and then 
cancel once it is clear they are not possible. Check the club website, Facebook, or the email Newsletters for any 

last-minute changes to what may be listed in the Geelong Naturalist. 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
oubmissions for the next magazine will be due on Monday 24 January 2022 
Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 


Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jog —to the editor. 
The editor for the February edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Bernie Lingham bernlingham@tpg.com.au 


Useful Links 


Our website is www.gfnc.org.au. Anyone can visit, but if you wish to add observations you need to register. Just email 
info@ginc.org.au and ask for a username and temporary password. 


The website calendar is kept up to date with upcoming activities, and now includes more information on 
events. www.gfnc.org.au/meetings/calendar-all/ 


Many of our Zoom meetings have been recorded and are available for viewing if you missed out. It can take a few 
weeks for them to be posted as they need to be edited. You can find them at bit.ly/GFNCWebinars 


Recent copies of our magazine and bird report are available from Trove. The Geelong Naturalist is at bit.ly/ 
Geelong Naturalist and the Geelong Bird Report is bit.ly/BirdReport 


We have a Facebook Page open to all www.facebook.com/geelongfnc and a Facebook Group open to club members 
to share things www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongF NCGroup Just visit and ask to join. 


Our Instagram account is www.instagram.com/geelongfieldnaturalists/ 


We get most newsletters and journals from other clubs electronically these days. They are all saved at bit.ly/ 
GFNCJournals. The index to our Library is here bit.ly/GENCLibrary 


The front cover photo by Jennifer Carr is a Painted Buttonquail seen in Knights Rd, Mannerim on 6/11/2021. 


The back cover photo by Alison Watson of Anthony, Barry and Phil during the fauna survey at Anthony and Helen's 
property at Hargreaves Track, Carlisle River on 11/11/2021. 


News from the committee 


t the committee meeting in November, we covered a 
few topics of interest to members 


Print copies of the Geelong Naturalist (GN) to cease 
As outlined in last month's magazine, feedback on the 
suggestion to cease print copies of the GN was sought 
from members affected by the proposal. Of the 27 
responses received, the majority supported a move to 
PDF only. At its November meeting, the Committee 
considered the feedback and accepted the 
recommendation from the Publication and 
Communications Subcommittee that the club cease 
producing the printed version of the GN and publish as 
PDF only: but the club continues to print a few copies for 
distribution to those members without direct or ready 
access to emall. 


The club would like to extend our appreciation to Jan 
Venters for her work in coordinating the Mailing Team, 
and to all the members of the team who ensured that print 
copies of the GN reached members each month. Led by 
Jan, the current rostered team of Joan Korn, Diana 
Primrose and Bernie Lingham—along with other members 
over the years—contributed to the process of collecting 
copies from the printer; folding, labelling and delivering the 
many bundles of folded copies to the Belmont post office 
for posting to members. We thank the many willing hands 
who have helped out over the years. 


Club Positions and Responsibilities 


There are several tasks involved in putting together and 
coordinating the Annual Program of excursions and talks, 
and we ve been relying on Barry and Bernie Lingham 
holding the fort to run 2021 and make plans for 2022. If 
you enjoy the various events we run then consider helping 
us make it happen. If we don't get some new faces 
involved, then we'll have to cut back on what we can offer 
members. 


We are seeking a new coordinator for the Clean Up 
Australia Day activity at Jerringot. If you're interested in 
taking on that role ask Deborah Evans for details of what's 


l 


Rufous Bristlebird, Knight Rd, Mannerim, 6/11/21 
Photo: Jennifer Carr 


Graham Possingham and Bernie Lingham 


involved, otherwise we'll have to abandon tt. 


In addition, the April 2022 AGM is coming, and we are 
always keen to have new committee members. Ask any 
current committee member how you might be able to help, 
as we currently rely on quite a small group who need to 
multitask! 


The Margery Rix Environment Scholarship 


This is an annual prize we fund for a CLM (Conservation 
and Land Management) student at The Gordon. In 2022 
we will raise that from $1000 to $1500, partly to be more 
in line with other scholarships. It is partly funded by a 
bequest made a few years ago. 


Activities on Parks Victoria Land and Working With 
Children Checks (WWCC) 


New rules from Parks Victoria state that all volunteers on 
Parks Victoria managed land must have a WWCC, even if 
no children are involved in the activity. A ‘waiver’ on this 
rule ends Dec 2021. This does not affect club excursions 
but will impact our Boneseeding in the You Yangs and any 
formal survey work on Parks land. 


The VEFN (Victorian Environmental Friends Network) are 
campaigning to see if this position can be relaxed in cases 
where children are not actually involved: but that may not 
be successful. We've asked before, but a reminder to 
please add the Club as a linked organisation if you 
already have a WWCC and are likely to be involved in any 
volunteering. Ask Graham via info@gfnc.org.au if you're 
not sure how to do that. 


Linked to this a small group, lead by Bernie Lingham, are 
developing our own Child Safe standards, which we plan 
to finalise by the AGM. 


Environment Fund 


The Environment Fund recently received a significant 
anonymous donation. The fund trustees (David Boyle, 
Barry Lingham and Graham Possingham) will be soliciting 
proposals from various organisations for how to best 
spend that money over the next few years. 


Important notes for excursions 


1. COVID restrictions apply during all excursions. 
Face masks must be worn if social distancing 
cannot be observed and a QR check-in (or written 
check-in) is required. 


2. [| here are limits on numbers of members who can 
attend. You must register your interest in attending 


by emailing your details to info@gfnc.org.au. 
Please include the name of the excursion (Sunday 


excursion or Bird Group excursion) in your subject 
heading. 


3. Check the GFNC Website or Facebook page 
close to each excursion date for more 
information. 
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Swift Parrot search in Ocean Grove 


wift Parrots breed in Tasmania in summer, leaving in 

autumn to winter in the woodlands and forests of 
south-eastern mainland Australia, and returning to 
Tasmania in spring. Sightings over previous years suggest 
that the eucalypt woodlands of Ocean Grove are an 
important staging post for Swift Parrots as they arrive and 
depart the mainland. This eBird map shows where Swift 
Parrots have been seen in Ocean Grove this year. 
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Up to twelve Swift Parrots were recorded from Ocean 
Grove on northward migration from 21 April to 7 May, and 
up to eight were recorded later on southward migration 
between 11 and 23 October. 


One of the main attractions of Ocean Grove for Swift 
Parrots appears to be the Bellarine Yellow Gums, which 
are found throughout the town, the Yellow Gum Nature 


Margaret Alcorn 


Reserve and the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. Flowering 
Yellow Gums provide nectar for migrating Swift Parrots. 
This year the Yellow Gums in Ocean Grove were still 
flowering well into October, coinciding with the species 
southward migration. 


After seeing eight Swift Parrots in my garden (which backs 
onto the Yellow Gum Nature Reserve) in October, | 
decided to join Birdlife Australia’s recently launched Swift 


Parrot Search program https://birdlife.org.au/projects/ 


woodland-birds-for-biodiversity/swift-parrot-search. 
Launched in April 2021, the Swift Parrot Search program is 


a continuation of BirdLife's long-running biannual Swift 
Parrot & Regent Honeyeater surveys using a revised 
survey method that combines bird surveys with tree and 
mistletoe flowering assessments and the documentation of 
available freshwater. In short, the revised method aims to 
gain a detailed understanding of how the availability of 
both nectar and freshwater influence Swift Parrot 
distribution over space and time. 


Ultimately the program will have 2500 fixed monitoring 
sites (1725 setup so far) in known and potentially suitable 
habitat, all on public land. Each site is surveyed using a 
quick and easy 5 minute—50 metre radius survey method. 
Ideally each site will be surveyed at least once during each 
six week survey period, with Round 1 usually running from 
the last week in April to the first week in June, and Round 
2 starting in mid-July and continuing through until late 
August. Additional surveys can be done at other times of 
the year. 


In 2022, the biannual survey periods for Swift Parrot 
oearch will be as follows: 


Round 1—Saturday 23 April to Sunday 5 June 
Round 2—Saturday 16 July to Sunday 28 August 


Rapid assessment: 5 minute - 50 metre radius search 


* Presence of Swifties (incl. counts, behaviour, etc.) 
* Counts for all other bird species present 
* Flowering intensity of present eucalypts and mistletoe 
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There are ten Swift Parrot Search sites in Ocean Grove 
and many more in the Geelong region. The locations of all 
sites can be found on the Birdlife Australia website 


(https://birdlife.org.au/swift-parrot). 
The Ocean Grove volunteer guide https:// 
direct.birdlife.org.au/documents/ 


WB Swift Parrot Search VolGuide Ocean Grove OCG 


31Aug2021.pdf provides detailed instructions of how to 
access these sites. Similar guides are available for other 


locations in the Geelong region. 


ourveys are entered directly into the Swift Parrot Search 
portal using the Birdata app. 


| surveyed the three survey points closest to my house on 
saturday 23 October and was very pleased to hear a Swift 
Parrot on the very first survey. The surveys are quick and 
easy to do, and the app Is easy to use. | would encourage 
all birders to take part in this program. 
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Swift Parrots feeding on Golden Wattle flowers, Bailieston, 13/08/2021 


Photo: Margaret Alcorn 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


| Donate by electronic funds transfer: 
CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment 
Fund. We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more are 


tax-deductible. 
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Everyday dangers 


O n Monday 25 October | was down at Balyang taking 
pictures for the Bioblitz. As | approached the bridge 
across the main pond | was delighted to see in the uem — — -— —— = 
distance a pair of Australian Wood Duck with a mob of oS eS 
fluffy babies. A nearer view showed me there were six ———— B ELI SSS 
chicks, so tiny they must have very recently jumped out of eee cquo 9 fe. E 
their nest in a hollow tree nearby, but now were pecking SS quis Eas xem TN P e Em 
around in the grass at their mother's feet, the male — : —— 
standing guard over them. A couple of Australian Magpies 
moved between them, to the male's annoyance, and a B M ue us or 
Willy Wagtail flirted around, | guess catching insects they = AAA 


disturbed. The male pecked at it also. Wood Duck family, Balyang, 25/10/21 
hotos: Lynne Clarke 


* 


Was it my approach, or just natural progression that 
decided the parents to head off to the water? 
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The pond was alive with activity. A pair of Eurasian Coots 
circled each other near what was a developing nest in the 
middle of the pond, three Purple Swamphens stalked in 
and out of the water, a male Chestnut Teal was vigorously 
chasing a female, three Pacific Black Duck circled each 
other, Silver Gulls were flying overhead and landing on the 
sand and the water, splashing around as they squawked, 
and two immature White-faced Herons calmly watched the 
scene while Sulphur-crested Cockatoos and Rainbow 
Lorikeets deafened the whole with their raucous 
screeches. 


The tiny Wood-duck clung close to their mother as they Family feeding with male on guard. 
began to make forays out to the ‘beach’. The male 
watched out, lunging and appearing to hiss and squawk 
towards any creature that came near. The din was such 
that | could not discern any sounds he was making. 


At last they all set out across the water, the female with her Q- E eS ees 
SIX babies keeping close beside her, and the male = a —— 
continuing to watch out for them, maintaining a close 
guard. | could not discern that their progress was being 
actively interfered with by any of the local inhabitants, or 
that any were being actually aggressive towards the little 
ones, rather they just appeared to be continuing with their 
own private business regardless, in this restricted space. 


The parents were not taking any chances, however. The 
male was very actively shooing, lunging and possibly MAC a) Sea m Mc. 
swearing at any that came near, and even the female was Female with babies set out across the water while m: 
occasionally distracted from shepherding her babies when 
another came too close. 
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Eventually they had run the gauntlet, and set off peacefully 
into the ribbon-weed, where there was some cover and 
possible protection for such tiny ones. 


| returned this morning, Thursday. The babies were 
discernibly bigger, but there were only three of them! Half 
were gone! The dangers they faced were very real. What 
had caused the loss of the other three? Raptor attack? A 
fox? | had seen unidentified movement among the ribbon- 
weed earlier which | had decided must be an eel. Would an 
eel take a baby Wood Duck from beneath? Very possibly. 


So many dangers every day. 
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November butterfly report 
Valda Dedman 


Byes Browns are back, with one very early female .— Montane Ochres have been seen in the Brisbane Ranges 
among the males. A Varied Sword-grass Brown was and at Ocean Grove. Two blues this month: Blotched 
seen at Anglesea. John Newman described it in detail: one Dusky-blue and Bright Copper. 

seen mid afternoon in sunshine, typical fairly slow bobbing 

flight, very uniformly very dark with clean orange forewing Observers: 

stripe. Stayed fairly low, not much more than head height — CMo, Craig Morley; GP, Graham Possingham; JN, John 
as it patrolled bush, but did not come to rest. Seen here in Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham; LCI, Lynne Clarke; 
previous years, food plant present in area.’ He also spotted MHe, Marilyn Hewish; TFI, Tom Fletcher; WCo, Wendy 

a Forest Brown at Bambra. Cook. 


9/11/21 oteiglitz, Bert Boardman 1, maybe more MHe 
track 

14/11/21 | Woodlands Drive Ocean 1 foraging TFI 
Grove 


15/11/21 | Birchell Trail Brisbane 1, beautiful crisp plumage, cold JN 
Ranges day mostly overcast some sun 


13/11/21 | Allardyce Track Anglesea | Cold wind, recent rain. 1 stationary | JN 


Montane Ochre 


Varied Sedge-skipper 
on gravel track, wings closed, 
allowed for photos 


White-banded Grass-dart 


20/11/21 | Jerringot At least 4 at various sites around JN 
North Pond 


2/11/21 Highton 1 in suburban garden GP 


4/11/21 You Yangs Regional Park | 2 near the Turntable Car Park in JN 
sunshine 


20/11/21 | Jerringot 1 in grassy bank of North Pond, JN 
8.45 a.m. sunny 
31/10/21 | Dam walk, Painkalac dam | 2 flittering about eucalypts JN 


7/11/21 Brisbane Ranges Graham Creek area. High in GP, JPo 
Eucalypts: many mistletoes about 

13/11/21 | Allardyce Track Anglesea | 1 seen flying across track, came to | JN 
rest on Eucalypt 


15/11/21 | Birchell Trail Brisbane 2 flying together around eucalypts | JN 
Ranges 
7/11/21 Brisbane Ranges 4 in Graham Creek area GP, JPo 


9/11/21 Brisbane Ranges Bert 1 resting on bank. Photo taken MHe 
Boardman Track 


27/11/21 | North Valley Rd Highton 1 feeding on white flowers LCI 
2/11/21 Highton 1 flying fast in bright sun JN 


4/11/21 You Yangs Regional Park | At least 2 seen on East West walk | JN 
6/11/21 Whinray Rd Meredith 1 perched on a manna gum WCo 


24/11//21 | Gellibrand St at Symonds | 1 fluttered by. Cool breeze and CMo 
ot Queenscliff sea-mist. 
14/11/21 | Harrison's Track Anglesea | 1 in mid-afternoon sunshine JN 
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Green Grass-dart 


Imperial Jezebel 


Australian Painted Lady 


Yellow Admiral 


Varied Sword-grass Brown 
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2/11/21 | Bambra 1 in roadside vegetation at Trig Point 
near Hammond's Rd , on Bambra- 
Aireys Inlet Road, bright sun and warm 
1.30 p.m. 


Forest Brown 


4/11/21 


You Yangs Regional At least 6 males in shady gully of East- 
Park West walk about 4 p.m. sunny 
afternoon 


Common Brown 


7/11/21 | Meredith Education Only these 2 seen all day: but not very | GP, JPo 
Centre warm 
9/11/21 | Highton 1 in garden 4.45 p.m. in sun 


13/11/21 | Harrison’s Track 1 seen in bushland, early female 
Anglesea 
15/11/21 | Birchell Trail Brisbane 1 male on leaf litter of forest floor, 
Ranges overcast, cool, wet 
25/11/21 | Indented Head Reserve | 3 males seen during Club excursion GFNC 


31/10/21 | Painkalac Dam, Moggs | 1 on track in sun 
Creek 
13/11/21 | Anglesea 1 seen and photographed in low J 
heathland in mid afternoon sun 


Perfect possum pouch 


JN 

JN 

JN 

JN 

Bright Copper JN 
N 


Blotched Dusky-blue 


Jennie Turner 


ot for the first time have we looked up at our windsock In the last rescue the windsock had to be cut to release the 
to find a bulging base and elongated fluffy tail hanging possum but this wasn't the plan for our new windsock and 
down. besides, it has to continue to fly free as a community 


Strong winds were building so there was nothing for it but ~~" "Ive for Breamlea surfers checking for an offshore 


to try and rescue yet another 'brushie' from this RETE, 
predicament, even though it appeared to be happily The pole was wound down and the sock unceremoniously 
snoozing. lowered to the roof (a surprisingly heavy bundle). It took a 


minute or two for the possum to realise what had 
happened but with a little jiggling and coaxing, it made its 
escape, seemingly none the worse for wear. 


Out came the ladder to make the precarious ascent, 
something that rescuer David, who hates heights, is loathe 
to do. But it had to be done - while the possum found its 
way in from the top, could it get itself out again? The size Will it happen again? Well, the sock is flying high once 
of the bulge suggested it couldn't. again, just beckoning a sleepy possum to come on in. 


[ 


owaying in the breeze Rescue operation A rude awakening 


Photos: Jennie Turner 
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Excursion report—Teesdale Grassy Woodlands and Wabdallah Reserve 
Bannockburn 


21 November 2021 


FQ ecent wet weather had prevented access to our 
planned excursion site at the Teesdale Timber 
Reserve, so we took the opportunity to revisit the Teesdale 
Grassy Woodlands Reserve (TGWR). The GFNC last 
visited this site in November 2016. Access to this 
interesting remnant habitat is via Shaws Road, Teesdale. 


The Crown land area of 26 ha in Teesdale comprises a 
zone of Red Gum, Manna Gum and Sheoak open forest 
with a grassy understorey. Part of this land is used for 
public recreation and includes a sports oval. The remaining 
22 ha forms the TGWR and is managed by Golden Plains 
Shire in conjunction with the Friends of TGWR. Prior to its 
establishment as a reserve, the land had served a variety 
of purposes, including town common and rubbish tip. It was 
also the site of a proposed golf course (Smithyman 2018). 


This Crown land area contains locally and regionally 
significant remnant grassy woodlands. Two plant species 
are listed under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988; 
Clover Glycine Glycine latrobeana and Hairy Tails Ptilotus 
erubescens. In 2007 the conservation value of the area 
was recognised and the TGWR was created. Infestations 
of gorse and other woody weeds have been gradually 
removed over the past 10 years. Cessation of grazing by 
sheep and cattle has allowed numbers of emerging trees to 
increase, reducing available grassland. The non-native 
grasses, such as Perennial Veldt Grass Ehrharta calycina, 
have thrived in the absence of grazing. Some trials of pulse 
grazing by sheep have occurred but this is difficult due to 
the need for fencing and water access (Smithyman 2018). 


The excursion began by viewing the recently installed 
information sign. The high-quality sign included many 
photographs and provided maps and interesting 
information on the range of flora and fauna of the reserve. 
The plant enthusiasts did not move far over the next hour 
as there were many grassland plants to investigate. 


While we were too late in the season to see flowering 
oun-orchids Thelymitra sp., we were delighted by the wide 
range of flowering plants easily seen in grassland areas 
(see plant list on p. 8). The highlight plant noted was the 
endangered Hoary Sunray Leucochrysum albicans subsp. 
tricolor. Following the excursion, the reserve manager let 
us know that the patch of Hoary Sunray we'd observed was 
a biodiversity planting from a number of years ago. He 
advised that it has been a great success so far, with the 
population becoming self-sustaining and expanding slightly 
from the original planting. 


Other plants of note included many flowering native 
grasses, as well as several individual flowering Chocolate 
Lilies Arthropodium sp. 3, widespread patches of Curved 
Rice-flower Pimelea curviflora; and many small groups of 
Common Onion-orchid Microtis unifolia. 


A total of 41 bird species were recorded on at least one of 
five lists across the day. Red Wattlebird, White-plumed 
Honeyeater and Australian Magpie were the species 
recorded on all five lists. Galah, Eastern Rosella, 


Barry and Bernie Lingham 


Purple-crowned Lorikeet, Striated Pardalote and Common 
Blackbird were recorded on four lists. Two bird 
observations, both at TGWR, stand out. A wonderful dark 
morph Little Eagle put on a grand show overhead for 
several minutes and an adult Rufous Fantail, presumably 
on passage to more moist and cooler climes in the Otway 
Ranges, was found in the shrubs and undergrowth in the 
north-eastern section of the reserve. 


After lunch at the pleasant picnic area at Turtle Bend 
Reserve in Teesdale, we travelled to another area of 
remnant grassy woodland—the Wabdallah Reserve 
located off Milton Street in the Bannockburn township. 
Urban expansion has almost completely isolated this 
reserve, but there were still many interesting and rare 
grassland plants among the weedy areas. A number of 
bushland birds were still present, including Purple-crowned 
Lorikeets, Grey Shrikethrush and Dusky Woodswallows. 
Red Wattlebirds and White-plumed Honeyeaters were 
breeding. 


While a plant list wasn't taken for our visit to this site, we 
spent an enjoyable hour or more wandering the reserve, 
stopping frequently to observe the flora of this small but 
interesting location. We were excited to find flowering 
Feather-heads Ptilotus macrocephalus—a plant new to 
some in the group. Other highlights included flowering Red 
Parrot-pea Dillwynia hispida; rosettes of Solenogyne 
gunnii; several flowering Cut-leaf Goodenias Goodenia 
pinnatifida; and inside the reserve fence line bordering 
Milton Street, Blue Devil Eryngium ovinum and Matted 
Flax-lily Dianella amoena. While the provenance of the 

D. amoena we observed is unknown—natural occurrence 
or planting?—the species is listed under the Flora and 
Fauna Guarantee Act 1988. 


Thanks to Craig Morley for recording the bird lists and for 
providing the bird observation commentary in this report. 
Full bird lists may be seen at: 


The site in Teesdale, opposite the General Store, our 
gathering place: 


https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/597844505 


The morning walk in the Teesdale Grassy Woodlands 
Reserve (Red Gum Tk and return): 


https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/597856188 


A second walk in the Teesdale Grassy Woodlands Reserve 
(She Oak Tk and Boundary Tk): 


https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/597856208 
The lunch stop at Turtle Bend Reserve: 


https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/597854769 
Wabdallah Reserve in Bannockburn: 


https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/8S9785621 1 


Reference 


omithyman, D. (2018) Teesdale Grassy Woodlands 
Reserve Management Plan 2018-2023, Golden Plains 
Shire, accessed 28 November 2021 hitps://bit.ly/318e8Rh 
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Teesdale Grassy Woodlands Reserve incidental plant list 


Arctotheca calendula * # Capeweed Leucochrysum albicans Hoary Sunray 

subsp. tricolor * 
Arthropodium sp. 3 * Chocolate Lily Lobelia pratioides * Poison Lobelia 
Austrostipa mollis * ooft Speargrass Lolium perenne * # Perennial Ryegrass 
Austrostipa nodosa * Knotty Speargrass Lomandra filiformis * Wattle Mat-rush 
Avena barbata * # Bearded Oat Lomandranana*^ | |Small Mat-rush 
Bossiaea prostrata Creeping Bossiaea Lysimachia arvensis * t 
Brizamaxima*# = Large Quaking-grass Microtis unifolia * Common Onion-orchid 
Bromus hordaceus * # ooft Brome Nassella trichotoma # oerrated Tussock 
Caesia calliantha * Blue Grass-lily Pelargonium rodneyanum . Magenta Stork's-bill 


Chamaescilla corymbosa var Blue Stars Pimelea curviflora Curved Rice-flower 
corymbosa * 


Cheilanthes sieberi subsp. sieberi Narrow Rock-fern Pimelea humilis * Common Rice-flower 


Chrysocephalum apiculatum Common Everlasting Prostanthera nivea var Snowy Mint-bush 
nivea * 


arvense * fi 
campestre * # 


Goodenia geniula — BenGoea | 
Goodemapimatída: —  CuMesíGoodema — NOTES J 


Hackelia suaveolens * Sweet Hound's-tongue * Flowering or in bud; or — — — 
Holcus lanatus * # Yorkshire Fog # Introduced or naturalised =. 
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November fauna report 


hort-beaked Echidna: On 28 October one was seen 

actively digging and feeding on ants at the You Yangs 
(SRo) and on 4 November one was noted near Eumeralla 
at Anglesea where it had dug into soft soil beside Surf 
Coast Walk (GGt). Another was seen making its way up 
the eastern embankment of the Moorabool River in the 
reserve downstream from Batesford on 24 November 
(CFr). 


Platypus: While conducting a bird survey Trevor Hodson, 
Craig Morley and two other observers watched a Platypus 
in the Barwon River just upstream from the Princes 
Highway bridge on 16 November. At first, they had just a 
quick glimpse of it midstream, but later—about 10.00 a.m. 
—they saw it near the west bank. From there it swam at a 
leisurely pace to the opposite shore where it disappeared, 
possibly into a burrow. 


Brush-tailed Phascogale: A male was found dead at 
Manna Gum Place on 19 November, then just four days 
later another was found in the same area (DSai per TP). 


Koala: An adult with a joey were seen in a River Red Gum 
beside the Moorabool River Reserve downstream from 
Batesford on 24 November (CFr). 


Common Wombat: A scat of this species was found at 
Long Forest on 24 October (MHe). 


Sugar Glider: One was heard calling and later observed in 
an open area of Werribee Gorge at 10.42 p.m. on 20 
October (RAu), and on 25 October one was heard calling 
at 9.00 p.m. from near the creek in Happy Valley, Long 
Forest (RAu). 


Common Ringtail Possum: On 25 October two were 
observed in Happy Valley, Long Forest at 9.10 p.m., and at 
11.00 p.m. one was seen about one kilometre along 
Coimadai Track (RAu). Then on 28 October one was 
observed walking along power lines in Mercer Parade, 
Newtown (SRo). 


Eastern Grey Kangaroo: On 26 October eight were noted 
near Belchers Lane, Connewarre, and one was seen at the 
You Yangs on 1/ November. Then on 23 November an 
adult and joey were seen drinking at a waterhole near Big 
Rock at the You Yangs (SRo). 


Swamp Wallaby: One noted feeding on the foliage of a 
shrub in the Brisbane Ranges on 15 November (JN), and 
on 18 November one was seen feeding on the leaves of a 
shrub on a steep bank of the Moorabool River near 
Fyansford (SRo). On 25 November one was observed 
grazing beside the Barwon River below Barwon Boulevard 
in Highton (CFr). 


Grey-headed Flying-fox: At 9.30 p.m. on 30 October at 
least one was observed feeding on the flowers of a Lemon- 
scented Gum in Belmont; it (or they) had been present for 
the last week or so (TP). On 31 October two were present 
in a garden in Ocean Grove (GA,CFr). 


Australian Fur Seal: On 7 November an adult female was 
seen swimming in the boat pen nearest to the 360 degree 


Trevor Pescott for Fauna Group 


restaurant and in front of the fish and chip shop in 
Queenscliff. It was diving and picking up discarded 
cardboard containers then bringing then to the surface as if 
trying to get rid of them from the water. We watched it for 
15 minutes. It then swam off towards the boat entrance 
channel (TFI,SLW). 


Eastern Snake-necked Turtle: On 30 October a 
Breamlea resident rescued the turtle that had been washed 
up on the beach near 50W. It had no obvious injuries and 
there was speculation that it had been washed out to sea 
when the blocked estuary mouth of Thompson Creek was 
artificially opened two days earlier (JTr). 


Eastern Banjo Frog: At least ten were heard calling 
during the morning on 5 November from the banks of Little 
River at Balliang (TP). One was found alive, but very 
unwell, at Eumeralla, Anglesea on 6 November; a 
Lowlands Copperhead was nearby and it seemed likely 
that the snake had been disturbed as it attacked the frog 
(GGt). 


Growling Grass Frog: One heard calling from a small 
dam east of Louttit Bay Road at Pettavel Road, Paraparap, 
on 10 November (CFr). 


Spotted Grass Frog: Four found under tiles at the 
outherlands Creek survey site on 24 November 
(HSc,LBr, TP). 


Jacky Lizard: On 4 November two were seen sun-basking 
and another was found under a discarded sheet of roofing 
iron at Anglesea (GGt), and two were noted at the You 
Yangs at different parts of the East-West Walk (JN). On 9 
November near Eumeralla one was seen basking in a 
cleared area close to the edge of the walking track; another 
small dragon about 10—12cm long was found under a 
sheet of roofing iron. It was possibly a Mountain Dragon 
but the images taken were inconclusive (GGt). On 11 
November a large individual was seen beside the walking 
track on the Esplanade, Torquay (GGt). 


Eastern Three-lined Skink: A large individual, possibly a 
gravid female, seen in long grass beside a walking track in 
the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve (BL,PSu). 


Pale-flecked Garden Sun-skink: One was found under a 
discarded sheet of roofing iron at Eumeralla on 8 
November (GGt). 


Blotched Blue-tongued Lizard: 0n 2 November, one 
crossing the Surf Coast Walk, Jan Juc at 1.00 p.m., warm, 
sunny day (GGt). One road-killed at Jan Juc on 4 
November, and another noted at Eumeralla at 4.00 p.m., 
sunny 17^ (GGt). On 6 November one seen, on 8 
November another and then on 9 November a total of five 
were seen all at Eumeralla (GGt). Also on 9 November a 
rather inactive individual was seen at the Ocean Grove 
Nature Reserve (BL,PSu). One was found road-killed near 
Point Addis Road on 11 November and one was seen 
road-killed on the Boulevard near the Deep Creek Reserve 
at Torquay on 16 November (GGt). 
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Lowlands Copperhead: One at Deep Creek Reserve, Little River Ripley Reserve, Balliang, on 5 November; one 
Torquay, on 28 October, sun-basking on the walking track still had faint darker bands of a juvenile (TP). 


RS On Nove’ ada ove iilis Win Greas OBservers: BL, Barry Lingham; CFr, Cissy Freestone 
DSai, David Sainter; GGt, Geoff Gates; GA, George 

of almost orange colour was seen at Eumeralla; a very Appleby: HSc, Helen Schofield: JN, John Newman; JTr, 

unwell Eastern Banjo Frog was noted nearby (GGt). Jennie Turner; LBr, Lance Breguet; MHe, Marilyn Hewish: 

PSu, Peter Sullivan; RAu, Ross Auchettl; SLW, Sandra 

Lea-Wood; SRo, Scott Rolf; TFI, Tom Fletcher; TP, Trevor 

Pescott. 


Eastern Brown Snake: A large individual close to 2 m 
long was on the walking track south of Drysdales Road at 
the You Yangs on 20 October; it took off at ‘lightning 
speed’ when disturbed! (SRo). Two were observed at the 


Fauna survey report—Hargreaves frack 
11-14 November 2021 


Barry Lingham and Trevor Pescott for Fauna Group 


ntroduction Herpetofauna 

The property where the survey was carried out is onthe The cold, wet weather kept most reptiles hidden. 
east side of Hargreaves Road about 5 km south-west of Pale-flecked Garden Sun-skink — one observed. 
Carlisle River Township. The elevated land close to Birds 
Hargreaves Track is typical 'Carlisle Heathland' vegetation 


which runs down to the more open land along the Sandy 
Creek valley. Sandy Creek is a tributary of the Gellibrand 
River. The habitat is rather similar to that of the Sand Pit 


Road where we had a fauna survey in March. | 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo NN 
Weather Gang-gang Cockatoo NN 
It was generally cool to cold and some rain showers made | SU!phur-crested Cockatoo 
conditions uncomfortable and difficult to properly carry out | Australian King-Parrot 
the survey. Crimson Rosella 


A total of 49 small Elliott traps were set, 20 along a track 
through heathy woodland on the elevated section of the 

site, the other 29 on lower areas including near Sandy 
Creek. 
Each trap was enclosed in a plastic weather-proof cover 
and contained bedding as required under our permit ‘Spotted Pardalote = = |NN | . 
conditions. They contained the standard bait-mix of peanut 
butter, golden syrup and oatmeal 
We recorded all the fauna noted during the days and 
undertook limited spotlight observations. Black-faced Cuckooshrike — |NN — 
Trap results Grey Shriketwrush [|n 
Agile Antechinus — one caught (not weighed). 
Bush Rat — 10 caught. Weights varied from 108 g to 
gis 

Black Rat — one caught wt 118g. ! | 
House Mouse - six caught (not weighed). Australian Magpie NN 
Pied Currawong O [NN o o 
Mammals 
Platypus — known to frequent Sandy Creek but none 
seen during the survey period. 
Agile Antechinus — one caught. 
Yellow-bellied Glider — several heard calling at night, ForetRaven = —— NN 
and one seen gliding from one tree to the next. 
Koala - three including a female and young. Siveree |. . | | | |6 
Eastern Grey Kangaroo - one noted crossing 
Hargreaves Road 


Red-necked Wallaby — one seen. 
Bush Rat — 10 caught *some of the Grey Fantails were very dark birds, possibly 


Black Rat — one caught. Tasmanian migrants moving through. 
House Mouse — six caught, other observed. NN-no numbers counted 
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Plants but the leaves are rounded and the plant grows up to 2 m 
tall. Chiloglottis cornuta has similar leaves to our local C. 


It was very interesting to see plants that seemed familiar at valida but the flower is green instead of dark purple-brown. 


first, but upon a closer look they were different to plants 
commonly seen around Geelong. I hey are from the same 
genus, but of different species. Hibbertia apressa Is a plant 
that grows in a sprawling manner (up to 2 m) over the top 
of other vegetation, but the flower is similar to other Guinea 
flowers. Dianella tasmanica has similar leaves to D. 
revoluta, but they are twice as long and very wide. The 
lovely pale blue flowers have yellow anthers. Platylobium 
reflexum has similar flowers to our local P. obtusangulum, 


The discovery of two plants of the Caladenia genus near 
our campsite was exciting as they proved to be C. 
iridescens, a species similar to C. transitoria, but much 
taller with redder markings. Few plants of the Chapple Vale 
area specimens of C. iridescens have been recorded. They 
may prove to be a new separate species! It is currently 
described in Flora of Victoria as Caladenia sp. aff. 
iridescens (Chapple Vale). 


Scientific name Common name Scientific name Common name 


Acacia melanoxylon Blackwood Goodenia lanata Trailing Goodenia 
Acacia verticillata Prickly Moses Hop Goodenia 


Amperea xiphoclada var. " uc 
xiphoclada Broom Spurge Hibbertia appressa Trailing Guinea-flower 
Aotus ericoides Common Aotus FS TASG Ver, Bundled Guinea-flower 
prostrata 

, ! ' Leptospermum | 

Banksia marginata Silver Banksia NO POM UAPIUN Prickly Teatree 
a ! Leptospermum | 

Bauera rubioides Wiry Bauera myrsinoides Silky or Heath Teatree 


Burchardia umbellata Milkmaids Melaleuca squarrosa ocented Paperbark 


Dianella tasmanica Tasman Flax-lily rise anioua SUDSp olender Rice-flower 
Eucalyptus baxter Brown Stringybark Pittosporum bicolor Banyalla 
Eucalyptus falciformis Shining Peppermint Platylobium reflexum Handsome Flat-pea 
Eucalyptus obliqua Sambucus gaudichaudiana | White Elderberry 
sia ptus radiata subsp. Narrow-leaved Peppermint | Stellaria flaccida Forest Starwort 
Eucalyptus viminalis 2. ! ! 


ina HOODIE Var Common Eutaxia Tetratheca ciliata Pink Bells 
microphylla 
Red-fruit Saw-sedge Xanthorrhoea australis Austral Grass-tree 


Invertebrates The plant list was compiled by Barry Lingham. 
With the cold, wet weather there was little opportunity to 
search for invertebrates. 

Most conspicuous were the myriad nests of Funnel Ants 
Aphaenogaster longiceps. 


Thanks 

oincere thanks to our hosts, Helen and Anthony Stary. 
They welcomed us to their beautiful property and assisted 
us in every way possible. 

Club members Alison and Phil Watson, Lothar Hohous, 
Tracey Hinton, Chrissy Freestone, her daughter Hannah 
Aimer and partner Jeremy Estoppey, and George Appleby 
all assisted in the survey under difficult conditions. 

The bird list was compiled by Chrissy Freestone, George 
Appleby and Barry Lingham. 


p Ay m PME P 
Otway Snail at Hargreaves Track, Carlisle 
River, 11/11/21 Photo: Lothar Hohaus 
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Photos from Hargreaves Track Fauna Survey 


Golden Caladenia 


Tawny Frogmouth 


Photo: Lothar Hohaus 


o => =. ` ^ 
Black anther Flax-lily 
Photo: Barry Lingham 


Handsome Flat-pea Photo: Barry Lingham 


Balyang—almost abandoned 


was at Balyang again on the morning of Sunday 28 
November, the air alive with the calls of many birds. 
Coots chased each other, squawking; a pair of Sulphur- 

crested Cockatoos screeched encouragement to their 
young to leave the security of their hollow, it being the 
perfect day for it, clear and sunny; a Sacred Kingfisher, 
perched on a eucalypt above the lake, insistently piped. 
Immature Red-rumped Parrots scrambled through the 
foliage, and plenty of Rainbow Lorikeets added to the din. 
Various ducks abounded, including a pair of Australian 
Wood-Duck still supervising two half-grown young. A 
normal late spring morning at Balyang—or was it? 


The tree on the little island in the lake was covered, as has 
become usual at this time of the year, with nesting 
cormorants. Of recent years it has been the property of 
Little Pied Cormorants, probably fifty or sixty pairs, and the 
overflow, possibly another fifty pairs, occupying trees on 
the bank of the lake nearby. 


To my surprise, as | checked the island with my binoculars, 
there were no more than twenty-five pairs of Little Pied 
Cormorants in all. The tree was fully occupied, but a good 
half of them were Little Black Cormorants, another twenty- 
five pairs or so. 


A woman was photographing them and we chatted. She 
told me she had seen a Great Cormorant there recently, 
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Lynne Clarke 


and had been following the progress of young Australasian 
Darters in nests by the river. But they are all gone now,’ 
she said. 


‘There will be more,’ | confidently assured her. ‘It is only the 
beginning of the season. 


My next stop was the river where | had seen two active 
Darter nests a month ago and a total of nine birds. To my 
surprise it was very quiet and | could find only one bird 
there, a beautiful black male, that flew across the river then 
back again after a few minutes into the foliage to settle on 
a nest. The woman had been right: the young had fledged 
and departed. 


Though, of course, they may have all been off fishing for 
their breakfast. 


By this time of the year the colony is usually growing, 
accompanied by large numbers of Little Black Cormorants 
noisily nesting among them. None were to be seen. 


Although still present, though in much reduced numbers, 
Balyang appears to have been largely abandoned this 
season by cormorants and darters. | presume, with bodies 
of water available in new and delicious places this wet 
year, they have extended their ranges, and are 
establishing new colonies. It remains to be seen if and 
when they return to Balyang. 


November 2021 bird observations—some highlights 


U nusually cold days through November coupled with 
continued wind and steady rainfall seemed to be the 
pattern, in this current La Nina event, with few, if any, of 
our hotter early spring days with northerly winds. This 
weather pattern has meant some of our anticipated spring 
migratory birds, such as White-browed and Masked 
Woodswallows, have not arrived though plenty of records 
of other species of interest continue to be submitted by the 
many keen bird observers scattered right throughout our 
district. 


A Rainbow Bee-eater on private land just north of the 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve was a very interesting find, 
reminding us of the historical records in the area, such as 
December 1991, when the species at least attempted to 
breed just outside the western boundary. Scarlet 
Honeyeaters continue to be heard in Long Forest and 
further careful observation may present evidence of a 
breeding event. Olive-backed Oriole records are 
widespread this month from the drier woodlands of the 
Brisbane Ranges and Inverleigh down to Anglesea and 
Point Addis and onto the Bellarine Peninsula at Ocean 
Grove. The much anticipated Pacific Koel has returned at 
the ‘usual’ locations of Highton and Wandana Heights. It 
continues to be a source of fascination as to how many 
calling birds we have in this area and beyond. So it’s 
important for us to record when (date and time) and where 
the characteristic ‘koel’ calls are heard in our region. 
Hopefully we will also receive documentation of breeding. 


A Spotted Quail-thrush pair seen in the Brisbane Ranges 
was pleasing as was a Tawny-crowned Honeyeater 
calling in the Anglesea Heath, and an Australian Owlet- 
nightjar heard calling in Long Forest. 


The Bellarine Peninsula has been the scene of some other 
interesting and important sightings this month. Two 
records of Painted Buttonquail at different sites this 
month are most notable, coming close behind several 
records in October of this cryptic and infrequently reported 
species! Two birds moving quietly through the undergrowth 
at Portarlington Water Treatment plant was a great find as 
was a Single bird at Mannerim. Two Laughing 
Kookaburras carrying food in Winchelsea surely indicate 
active breeding and Striated Pardalotes were seen to be 
entering a metal cross bar on a powerline, also 
presumably entering a nest. Hollow-nesting birds will often 
utilise manmade structures if they are suitable for rearing a 
family. The record of two Common Mynas at Lake Colac 
was disappointing as this invasive species apparently 
continues to extend its distribution. 


Blue-winged Parrots have been seen in several less 
common locations in our district this month. Three birds in 
the Long Forest were noted as very rare visitors. Two at 
Cressy and two at Glenmore were also noteworthy. The 
dry plains of the west have continued to reveal great 
grasslands species this spring. Australasian Bushlarks 
have been observed in several sites with wonderful 
mimicry of other local species, Brown Songlarks have 


John Newman & Craig Morley 


returned to their preferred grassland habitats and many 
Stubble Quails have been heard calling from the farmland 
across the western district. Weebills have been detected 
in the shelterbelts along these quiet country roads and a 
Rufous Songlark, at Long Forest, was a reminder that we 
seem to have had fewer records of this migratory species 
over recent years. 


A large flock of Banded Lapwings continues to be utilising 
the same paddocks out at Barunah Plains west of 
Inverleigh. Other shorebird records of note include sixty 
Curlew Sandpipers at Avalon Saltworks and the spotting 
of a rare Pectoral Sandpiper at Moolap Saltworks were 
both excellent records. Low numbers of Pacific Golden 
Plovers are still finding refuge at Blue Rocks near 
Breamlea, a shadow of the numbers utilising this site in 
years gone by. Good numbers of Whiskered Terns, some 
450 or so, have been counted at Lake Connewarre 

delta and thankfully our wild weather does not appear to 
have displaced the critically important Little Egret colony 
at Queenscliff. 


At least one whingeing juvenile Collared Sparrowhawk at 
Winchelsea, during the Upper Barwon Landcare Bird 
surveys, clearly indicated breeding at the survey site. 


The behaviour of the Magpie-larks with a nest under the 
cross-bar of a power pole in Newtown would indicate they 
are feeding and tending young nestlings and the Spotted 
Pardalotes, reported from a drain culvert in the same 
suburb, have gone unnoticed in recent weeks until a recent 
sighting of a bird flying out from under the culvert carrying 
something in its bill—presumably a faecal sac. Writing of 
breeding a grateful observer was pleased to gain 
conclusive evidence of Forest Raven breeding with two 
recently fledged juveniles being fed by adults a few 
kilometres inland of Skenes Creek and the same observer 
was thrilled to be reminded of why Satin Bowerbirds are 
so named when they observed individual stunning males 
at West Barwon dam and also at Wild Dog Creek. In both 
instances green clover-like leaves were being collected! 


Once more we sincerely thank and acknowledge the 
myriad observers across our region who consistently and 
diligently record their observations directly to eBird, as 
complete lists or incidentals, or to our club web-site as 
incidentals or highlights from their eBird lists. https:// 
ebird.org/australia/home https://www.gfnc.org.au/ 
observations/bird-observations Please visit these sites and 
remember to log-in to maximise your options and 
enjoyment e.g. to gain access to explore Species Maps' 
option on eBird. 


And why not follow this link for Sacred Kingfishers to see 
the sorts of research that our records are supporting: 


https://ebird.org/australia/science/status-and-trends/ 
sackin1 
Or follow this and you can choose your species to view: 


https://ebird.org/australia/science/status-and-trends/ 
species 
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Great Southern BioBlitz 2021 


Rod Lowther, Marilyn Hewish, Lorraine Phelan 


or the second year, Geelong participated in the Great — and Surf Coast project. For the sake of simplicity and a 


oouthern BioBlitz (GSB). This year's event was held valid comparison with previous Bioblitzes, the discussion 
between 22 and 25 October for observations, with the below is based on the wider region. 
second phase of finalising data entry and identifications In the four iNaturalist bioblitzes held over the last two 
concluding on the 7 November. The GSB challenge has years, Geelong has accumulated more than 20 000 


grown since the inaugural event to 250 location participants observations of 243/ species recorded by 268 observers. 
across three continents. As with 2020, South Africa, with This represents approximately 20% of all observations 


four of the top five performing regions, dominated the recorded in iNaturalist from the same geographical area. 
leader tables; Tena in Ecuador also performed strongly. During the four Bioblitz events held we have collectively 
The wider Geelong region came in as the best of the found about 38% of the species listed in iNaturalist for the 
regions in Oceania. In total 184 000 observations were region. 

submitted by almost 6000 participants. The table below compares the four Bioblitzes. In this GSB 
The Wider Geelong Region however did not formally we performed well, with the best result to date in terms of 
participate, with GFNC Club members being involved in the number of species identified. 


both the City of Greater Geelong project and the Otways 


Event Observations Research opecies Observers Identifiers 
Grade 

BioBlitz 2021 

eee eo 
Challenge 2021 

T5795: 000 | | E RR 
BioBlitz 2020 
Challenge 2020 


Based on feedback that mid-September is too early in Nevertheless many club members did get out for at least 
spring for many of the invertebrates, seasonal plants and one of the four days. and all up 105 people contributed to 
migratory birds, this year's GSB was held almost a month the Geelong Region Project GSB 2021: Geelong Region : 
later in the year than last year. Unfortunately the weather — iNaturalist Australia (ala.org.au). Sixteen people 

was not kind to us, the colder and wetter conditions contributed over 100 observations. Thanks to all observers 
negating some of the perceived benefits of the later Bioblitz and the many people who also helped with identification. 
conditions. Hopefully the weather next year will be more 

kind. 


Weather 
1741 20 Deg C max, S 19 Km/hr max", Dry 


Saturday 1168 15 Deg C max, SSW 17 Km/hr max, Steady Rain throughout day 
1634 ka 16 Deg C, SSW 28 Km/hr max, Isolated scattered light showers. 


1206 14 Deg C, S 23 Km/hr max, Dry 


* BOM web site-Geelong Racecourse Wind at 3 pm. 


So how did we compare with our City Nature Challenge lIt must be kept in mind that many species cannot be 
effort? identified below genus level from photographs, so any 


result above 70% Is first class. Evidence across Bioblitz 


The table below summarises how we compared with other and other iNaturalist projects would suggest that 75% is the 
participating teams. While data was not available for best that can be achieved. 

‘Research Grade’ comparisons, we did very well again with Overall, this was a good performance from Geelong in a 
71.9 % of observations identified to research grade status. strong field of contenders. 


Overall Total Observations—Southern All location participants with 57 806 observers submitting over 
Heme | 183 000 observations at 250 plus locations. 
GSB BioBlitz Project 
Overall Total Observations—Oceania 97 locations within Oceania. 2833 observers contributed 66 000 


oroject Shires 
Area covering the wider Geelong BioBlitz region and comparison 
with other Oceania participants. 
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Analysis based on taxa shows that we found many more birds this time around despite the weather. Increased interest 
in molluscs was evident with a significant increase in the number of these creatures recorded. Fungi species numbers 
were down. 


opecies Categories 2021 GSB Species 2021 2020 GSB Species 2020 
CNC Species CNC Species 


Fug ^ ^^» [|J 3050 Á»| 96 » |] 9263 ^ | 073 — - 
Reptiles — — | o O n | 6 | «»5A9 «— | JX— 9 — » 
Amphibians J | 6 J | 4  » J| «3 34 J»— | /| 6 JX— " 
Chromista | 8 9| | 9 |  »»8 ^ |  J— 9. 6  »— 
Observers Identifiers For each observation there are usually two 


Thanks to all the observers who were able to contribute on 


one or more days. The top six observers with respect to the 


number of observations made were Susan Kruss, Rod 
Lowther, Pete Crowcroft, Lorraine Phelan, Helen Schofield 
and Marilyn Hewish. The top observers in term of species 
observed were Susan Kruss, Pete Crowcroft, Rod Lowther, 
Marilyn Hewish, Lorraine Phelan and Tracey Hinton. 
Congratulations to Scott Rolph in gaining the honour of 
best first-time participant and iNaturalist new user award. 


Plants 


identifications, one suggested by the observer and a 
second by another observer that either confirms the 
original ID or suggests another ID. The person who first 
correctly identifies the species other than the observer is 
credited as the identifier. 

There were 314 identifiers listed for this event. The top 
identifiers amongst Club members were, in order: Helen 
Schofield, Beth Ross, Lorraine Phelan, Graham 
Possingham, Bernie Lingham and Marilyn Hewish. Our 
thanks go to these people in helping Geelong reach the 
70% Research Grade benchmark for our observations. 


Research Grade Leading Observer 
2831 2020 |, 599 | 68 X | SusanKnuss «——— 


ousan Kruss did a marvellous job with 349 observations of 
1/5 species. 

Lorraine Phelan reviewed plant observations. Here are her 
highlights. 

‘The most commonly-recorded species included Milkmaids 
Burchardia umbellata (55 records), Common Riceflower 
Pimelea humilis (39 records), Bent Goodenia Goodenia 
geniculate, Button Everlasting Coronidium scorpoides and 
Hedge Wattle Acacia paradoxa. Chocolate Lily 
Arthropodium strictum, Drosera auriculta and Grass 
Triggerplant Stylidium graminifolium were also common. 
Tiger Orchid Diuris sulphurea was the most recorded 
orchid and Common Flat-Pea Platylobium obtusangulum 
the most recorded plant from the pea family. 


Observers also found some special plants. Marilyn Hewish 
found Necklace Fern Asplenium flabellifolium and Austral 
Bugle Ajuga australis in the Long Forest, Golden Weather- 
grass Hypoxis hydrometrica was found at Ocean Grove 
and Barry Lingham found the Trim Sun Orchid Thelymitra 


Birds 


peniculata there as well. Bernie Lingham recorded Trailing 
Hemichroa Hemichroa pentandra and Agianthus 
preissianus in the saltmarsh at Barwon Heads. Susan 
Kruss found Hairy Stylewort Levenhookia dubia in the 
Brisbane Ranges and Elspeth Swan recorded a flowering 
Peach Heath Lissanthe strigosa at Morrisons. | was 
delighted to record six observations of Hidden Violet Viola 
cleistogamoides (which wasn't hidden at all because | 
found it flowering everywhere | went). 


oadly, there were eight records of the invasive South 
African Weed Orchid Disa bracteata. 


Many mosses, ferns and seaweeds were uploaded but 
only a small percentage were confirmed to Research 
Grade because of a lack of expert identifiers. Over 800 
plant records remain unconfirmed because of the poor 
quality of the photographs or because there was only one 
photo of the plant. Quite a few blue sun-orchids were 
recorded as /helymitra only because they are difficult to 
identify to species level with certainty.’ 


Research Grade Leading Observer 
1221 1188 Graham Possingham 


The bird species count was the highest yet for the four-day 
event with 161 species photographed or sound recorded. 
oome of the more interesting birds were a Scarlet 
Honeyeater-sound recording from Long Forest by Marilyn 
Hewish and a Little Wattlebird photograph by Alison 
Watson from Aireys Inlet: Geoff Gates captured a great 
photo of a Powerful Owl near Winchelsea South while 


Ross Auchetti recorded a Southern Boobook in the 
Brisbane Ranges. All up, 21 shorebird species were found 
during the event including a not-so-common Sanderling at 
Point Impossible and a Pacific Golden Plover at Blue 
Rocks. Graham Possingham again won the birder tally with 
an individual count of 103 species and 175 observations. 
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Insects 


Research Grade Leading Observer 
Pete Crowcroft 


A BioBlitz demonstrates the great biodiversity of insects in 
our area. 338 species were recorded with approximately 
2/0 being seen only once or twice. The largest group were 
the moths with 189 species. Marilyn Hewish has covered 
highlights for this group as follows. 


Besides the moths recorded at night at light-sheets, there 
was a good tally of day-flying species which went missing 
last year due to the poor weather. 


The day-flying noctuids from the subfamily Agaristinae 
have spectacular black and white-cream wing patterns. 
They're often mistaken for butterflies. Bioblitz records 
included Willow-herb Day Moths Phalaenoides tristifica 
and Yellow-banded Day Moth Eutrichopidia latinus. The 
Heath Moths Dichromodes species fly readily in the day in 
spring, preferring shrubby areas such as the Anglesea 
heathlands. White-barred D. stilbiata, Ceremonial D. 
confluaria and Black-signed D. atrosignata Heath Moths 


Arachnids 


were recorded during the Bioblitz. A plain grey moth is one 
of the first Jaxeotis species to become active in spring in 
woodlands across the region—the Neat I axeotis T. 
reserata. In contrast, the woodland species the Satin- 
green Forester Pollanisus viridipulverulentus catches the 
eye as it flashes iridescent green in flight. 


To finish, l'd like to note one uncommon Bioblitz species 
and one truly beautiful one. The Jester Thallarcha jocularis 
is prettily patterned in black and white. There are only a 
few records in the region (Geelong, Steiglitz, Brisbane 
Ranges). Deigmoesta lithocosma has no common name. 
Its tiny, no more than 10 mm long, and holds its wings 
tightly folded so it looks like a little twig on the sheet. On 
the camera screen its colours explode into orange, red- 
brown, deep purple, black and white. What a revelation! 


Research Grade Leading Observer 
Terry aka gecko9 


opider observations were significantly down from last year. The most commonly recorded were the White banded 
House Jumping Spider and the Bronze Hopper, both readily found in home gardens. Three observers found the very 
small and dainty Common Peacock Spider, while Pete Crowcroft's observation of a Little Tarantula was a great find. 
Terry from Wandana Height was again the most successful spider observer for the Bioblitz with ten species found and 


identified. 


Molluscs 


Research Grade Leading Observer 


301 241 


Rod Lowther 


100 species were found over the four days, a great effort, partly due to both bay and ocean locations being surveyed. 
Seventy species had only one or two observations, making choosing highlights difficult. Below is a selection of some of 


these more interesting and attractive species. 


£F 
1 observation 


Elysia furvacauda 


Electroma papilionacea 


! observation 


Elysia coodgeensis Discodoris paroa Brown Cowry 
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Coryphellina poenicia 
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] observation 


Chromodoris alternata 


Sordid Moon Snail Crimora multidigitalis 


Fungi 


Research Grade Observers Leading Observer 


The fungi species count was down on previous years. One difficulty is in getting the observations to Research Grade, so 
only the common ones tend to achieve this ranking. The most frequently recorded species are shown in the photo 
below. 


7 observations 4 observations 


Yellow Navel Coral Lichen Australian Flour Lepid... Stereum versicolor Southern Cinnabar Pol... 


a 


` 


3 Gbservations 


3 observations 2 observations 


Genus Cladia Genus Heterotextus Bushy Lichens Yellow Stainer 


? observations ' , — ct 2 observations 


Grey Coral Fungus Genus Perenniporia Vermilion Amanita Spring Polypore Shaggy Mane 


Reptiles 


Cold weather didn't stop some participants looking for reptiles. Alison Watson located a Tiger Snake, Felicity Spear 
found two Little Whip Snakes in the Bannockburn bush and Geoff Gates crossed paths with a Lowland Copperhead. 
Geoff Gates was the leading reptile observer after also observing a Skink and Dragon while walking along the coastal 
strip between Bells Beach and Anglesea. 


Mammals 


Research Grade Observers Leading Observer 


Thirteen native species and the introduced European Rabbit and Red Fox made up the BioBlitz total. Ross Auchettl 
was the notable observer in this category. Interesting observations were made across the region, with Pete Crowcroft 
recording a Yellow-bellied Glider along the coast. Ross Auchetti photographed a Sugar Glider during a night walk in the 
Brisbane Ranges, while Friends of the Eastern Otways captured a sighting of this species from a fixed camera set up in 
the Anglesea area. Tracey Hinton was fortunate to see a Humpback Whale offshore while conducting a beach survey 
along the Surf Coast. 


Chromista (Kelp, Diatoms and Allies) 


Research Grade Observers Leading Observer 


Thirty-three seaweed and kelp observations were recorded with nine species identified. Unfortunately identification was 
not always possible to Research Grade but expertise in the club is improving. Deborah Evans, who took out the 
observer award in this category, is building up a good knowledge and species list for this kingdom. For comparison, the 
iNaturalist GFNC Coastal collection has 46 species, many of which are microscopic in size. 
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Amphibians 


On previous bioblitzes participants had only observed four species of amphibian, but this time around we increased the 
tally to six. Of the 40 frog observations made all but three were based on sounds bites. Perhaps because Club 
members are becoming familiar with uploading sound recordings directly from a phone, the number of observers in this 
category was higher than in previous bioblitzes. The species with the most observations were the Common Eastern 
Froglet and Pobblebonk. Graham Possingham took out the Leading Observer title for Amphibians by picking up an 
extra species—the Southern Bell Frog, an endangered species, at Reedy Lake. 


Other animals (Millipedes, Jellies, Anemones, Sponges, Sea Stars, Earthworm, Barnacles, Crabs etc.) 


The most common species observed were the introduced 
Portuguese Millipede, Common Rough Woodlouse and 
Common Pill Woodlouse, while the remainder were of a 
variety of marine creatures. Waratah Anemone, Acorn 
Barnacle and Western Pacific Purple Sea Urchin were 
seen by multiple people. Four Sea Stars (Class 
Asteroidea) were found—Spotted Sea Star, Carpet Sea 


otar, Dwarf Cushion Star and the Common Biscuit Star. 
Pete Crowcroft's all round coastal and rock pool surveying 
skills came to the fore as he attained the category observer 
award with 25 observations of 15 species. 

Again, thanks to everyone involved. The next BioBlitz, the 
City Nature Challenge 2022, is planned for Friday 29 April 
through to Monday 2 May 2022. 


Bird Group excursion report—Indented Head Woodland Nature Reserve 
and St Leonards Salt Lagoon 
25 November 2021 


he Indented Head Woodland Nature Reserve (IHWNR) 

was declared in June 2019, but the GFNC have visited 
this site several times over the past 20 years. The reserve 
consists of grassy eucalypt (Red Gum) woodland with an 
ephemeral water course running through it. To the east it is 
bounded by urban developments and to the west by 
farmland. It is approximately 1 km from the coastal 
bushland at Salt Lagoon and 1 km from the created 
woodlands at the Portarlington Water Reclamation Plant. 
Some of the Red Gums present were very old. Many of the 
trees contain hollows and some have Creeping Mistletoe 
growing on the trunks or branches. These habitat 
conditions provide food, shelter and nest sites for many 
bird species. 


The outing began with a brief history of the site by Ingrid 
Novosel, a local founding member of the Friends of 
IHWNR. We then heard about the particular management 
challenges at this site from Darren Bird, supervisor of the 
City of Greater Geelong (CoGG) Nature Reserves Team. 
Much progress has been made in removing Flax-leaf 
Broom, Boneseed and other woody weeds, but the urban 
development nearby continues to create some issues. Matt 
Wills, Nature Reserves Planner at CoGG, explained how a 
community consultation process on future development of 
the reserve was being undertaken. A draft masterplan has 
been released. Here is a link to ‘Have Your Say’ https:// 
yoursay.geelongaustralia.com.au/IHNR. Please contribute 
your ideas about the plan and how to conserve and 
rehabilitate this important environmental asset. 


The wetland retaining basin off Seascape Drive was our 
first viewing area. This spot often provides sightings of 
various water birds. We then moved into the woodland 
area where a Fan-tailed Cuckoo could be heard and many 
White-plumed Honeyeaters were active. The western 
section of the reserve has extensive areas of native 
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Barry Lingham 


grasses and Craig's sharp ears picked up Stubble Quail 
calling. T he older trees were being utilised by many parrot 
species, as well as Red Wattlebirds. There were also some 
smaller insectivorous birds such as Willy Wagtails, Grey 
Fantails, Brown Thornbills and Superb Fairywrens— 
although they quickly disappeared when a Brown Goshawk 
flew by. A highlight of the walk was the sighting of a pair of 
Dusky Woodswallows building a nest in one of the Red 
Gums. In total, a very creditable 44 species were seen at 
the reserve. 


We stopped for morning tea at Wrathall Reserve, Indented 
Head, where we added some Port Phillip Bay birds such as 
Australian Pied Oystercatcher and tern species to our list. 
We moved on to the St Leonards Salt Lagoon, entering via 
a small track off The Esplanade. Water levels were high 
and few birds had been seen there recently, so we were 
pleasantly surprised to find a good number of species 
present on arrival. Australian Shelduck were present in 
good numbers, with a small group of Red-necked Avocets 
nearby. Telescopes were needed to see the Red-necked 
otints and Red-capped plovers on the distant shore. 


We finished the outing with lunch near the St Leonards 

pier, enjoying views out across Port Phillip Bay. This 

completed a great morning. The day's tally was a total of 

63 bird species. 

Thanks to Craig Morley for providing identifications and 

recording the bird lists. Full bird lists may be seen at: 
The Indented Head Woodland Nature Reserve 


https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S98 173961 
Wrathall Reserve 


https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S98 173723 
ot Leonards Salt Lagoon 


https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S98 1737 17 
The lunch stop at St Leonards pier 


https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S98 173709 


Plant roots 


he Sweet Bursaria was perched on the edge of a small 

cliff. It had started life as a seed, blown from the dry 
brown pod of its parent plant. The seed had landed on the 
cliff, where gentle rain had allowed it to germinate. As its 
first tiny leaves grew upwards, an equally small root grew 
downwards into a patch of soil. It pushed through the 
grains of earth and particles of rock. Its tip was protected 
by a root cap covered in a slimy substance called mucigel, 
which prevented it from drying out and aided its movement 
through the soil. The mucigel also assisted in one of the 
roots main purposes, absorbing water and minerals to feed 
the plant. As it grew, the root developed root hairs, which 
increased the surface area over which it could uptake food. 
Tubes of xylem cells within the root drew nutrients upwards 
to nourish the rest of the plant. Some of the hormones 
required for development were created in the root, and also 
travelled up through the xylem. The leaves expanded and 
branches began to grow. Carbon dioxide from the air and 
light from the sun reacted during photosynthesis in the 
leaves, to create sugars. These were drawn downwards 
within tubes of phloem cells, through the stalk of the young 
plant into its root. Sugars fed the root and were stored 
there. The plant's root continued down, weaving a path 
among the stones in its way. 


This first root became the Sweet Bursaria's taproot. From it 
branched lateral roots which spread out across the soll, 
expanding the plant's search for food. Australian soils are 
generally low in nutrients, so plant growth can be slow. 
Much of the water and minerals which the plant needed 
were to be found in the organic material of the top layer of 
soil. Here the earth was richest due to a layer of dead 
leaves, sticks and bark, and the activities of the creatures 
and fungi that lived in it, gradually breaking it down into 
soll. As the roots grew through the earth, they were nibbled 
by insects, such as bardi grubs. They encountered threads 
of fungi. Some of the threads bonded with the roots, 
beginning a relationship essential to the Sweet Bursaria 
throughout its life. The fungal threads extracted extra 
nutrients from the soil which the plant could use. In return, 
sugars from the plant fed the fungi. 


The Sweet Bursaria seed was not the only one to land in 
this place. A raven flying over left its droppings, containing 
another seed, near the young tree. When this seed 
germinated, it grew the long tough leaves of a flax lily. Its 
root system was different to the Sweet Bursaria's. Instead 
of a taproot reaching deep into the ground, the flax lily had 
a horizontal rhizome, from which grew a shallower fibrous 
root system, useful for holding the top soil together and 
preventing erosion. 


Over the years, the Sweet Bursaria's taproot travelled 
deeper. It encountered the larger rocks that made up the 
cliff. Now it was harder to find a path. Roots of long-dead 
trees, that had grown in that place, had already forged a 
track through cracks in the rocks. The Sweet Bursaria 
followed. As it grew deeper, its grip on its precarious 
position improved. Its roots grew thicker and expanded the 
cracks, until a rock on the cliff face split. Part of it fell to the 


Wendy Cook 


ground. [he roots continued their journey, spreading 
through the soil and rock beyond the edge of the small 
tree's crown. Now securely anchored and fed, its branches 
extended and in summer grew sweet-smelling white 
flowers. Below it, the flax lily had spread over the cliff top. 
Among its leaves grew branching stalks carrying blue 
berries. A skink, rustling through the leaf litter, found one of 
these fallen fruits and ate it, before climbing onto a low 
branch of the Sweet Bursaria to sunbake. 


The Sweet Bursaria and the flax lily were growing in a 
tough place, with a shallow, often dry, layer of low nutrient 
soil, over rocks. Their roots were adapted to cope with 
these conditions, just as plants throughout the world have 
evolved to tolerate the environment in which they are 
naturally found. There are plants that can find food and 
thrive in locations where heavy metals, salt, poor drainage, 
waterlogging, drought, heat or cold would kill the roots of 
most plants. In many places in the world, roots have the 
ability to tolerate an amazing range of different conditions, 
to keep their plant alive. 


Published in Meredith and District News, July 2020. 
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GFNC social get-together and 
picnic tea 


Tuesday 7 December 6.00—8.00 
p.m. 


With the easing of COVID restrictions and the 
associated increase in the number of people 
permitted to attend outdoor events, the club 
invites you and your families to attend a social 
evening at the new Pavilion area of the Geelong 
Botanic Gardens, commencing at 6.00 p.m. 
This activity will replace the usual General 
Meeting. Please bring your own picnic tea and 
folding chairs. 

RSVP required. 

Further details will be provided in the club's bi- 
weekly email bulletin. 


Fauna survey 
9—12 December 2021 


The final fauna survey for 2021 is planned for 
Bambra, visiting the area we missed earlier in the 
year when a sudden COVID-19 lockdown was 
declared just after we had set out the Elliott traps. 


Over the years we have looked at several areas 
around Bambra, but not previously in the section 
of the Otway Forest Park directly opposite the 
Hare Krishna Farm. This is the site for our survey 
this month. 


The meeting place is at the entrance to a track 
opposite the farm. It is before the Aireys Inlet 
Road junction on the right-hand side as you 
travel towards Deans Marsh on the Winchelsea- 
Deans Marsh Road. 


Thursday 9 December-meet at 1.00 p.m. to set 
out Elliott traps and perhaps harps if the weather 
is suitable. 


Friday 10-Sunday 12 December-meet at the 
same point at 8.00 a.m. 


Annual Group Meeting 


The AGM of the Fauna Group is set for Saturday 
morning 8 January 2022. 


We will meet at Barry Lingham's property 49 
Cuthbertson Drive, Ocean Grove at 9.30 a.m. 


Please let Barry or Trevor know if you plan to 
attend. 
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GFNC Excursion 
saturday 15 January 2022 


Barwon River—Baums Weir to Buckley 
Falls 


Leaders: Helen Schofield and Bernie 
Lingham 


This section of the Barwon River is very picturesque but it is not 
as well visited as other urban sections of the river through 
Geelong. Extensive revegetation over many decades by the 
late Tony Woolford and the Friends of Buckley Falls has 
created habitat for birds and other wildlife. As well as a range of 
interesting birds, we will view the basalt formations and geology 
of the area. Most of the vegetation has been planted, but there 
are some indigenous riparian species to be found 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. at the carpark beside the river at the end of 
Cyril Synot Drive, Fyansford. From the Hamilton Hwy, 
take Upper Paper Mills Road and make a right turn into 
Cyril Synot Drive (unsealed road). 


We will take the walking path to Buckley Falls and then 
return. The gravel path is moderately steep in sections, 
requiring reasonable fitness, and the surface is loose 
SO it is recommended you wear suitable footwear. 
Those who do not wish to tackle the path may wish to 
explore the flatter area around the carpark. 


Finish around midday. 


Bring: Drinks, snacks. Wet weather gear, hat, binoculars, 
sunscreen, camera, field guides are all useful additions. 


Contact: Bernie Lingham 0447 612 152 


Note: GFNC excursions are cancelled on days that a Total Fire 
Ban Is declared. Also, no public conveniences are within 
walking distance of the excursion route. The nearest facilities 
are a short drive away at Fyansford. 
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Coming events 


Event listings are based on current knowledge of COVID lockdowns. 
If we need to cancel anything that is listed here we'll announce it via the website and Facebook. 


DECEMBER 2021 


T Social get-together and picnic tea 


(details p. 20) 
9-12 Fauna survey: Bambra 


FEBRUARY 2022 


General Meeting: Thomas Nixon—Phillip 
Island Nature Parks, threatened species 
programs 


8 Plant Group: Meeting 
JANUARY 2022 10-13 Fauna survey 
17 Bird Group: Chris Hartnett—Recovery plans 
8 Fauna Group annual meeting for the Plains Wanderer 
15 Saturday 1⁄2 Day Excursion: Baums Weir 20 Excursion: Edwards Point 
20 Bird Group: GFNC Members—some favourite 21 Meeting: Committee 
birds and places 24 Bird Group Excursion: Swan Bay boat ramp— 
27 Bird Group Excursion: Balyang Sanctuary mudflats and Rail Trail | 
29-30 | Summer wader count: John Newman 20 Meeting: Publication Subcommittee 
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